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2013 AP° HUMAN GEOGRAPHY FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

HUMAN GEOGRAPHY
SECTION II
Time—75 minutes
Percent of total score—50

Directions: You have 75 minutes to answer all three of the following questions. It is recommended that you spend
approximately one-third of your time (25 minutes) on each question. It is suggested that you take up to 5 minutes of
this time to plan and outline each answer. While a formal essay is not required, it is not enough to answer a question
by merely listing facts. [llustrate your answers with substantive geographic examples where appropriate. Be sure
that you number each of your answers, including individual parts, in this booklet as the questions are numbered
below.

1. The high-tech centers of Silicon Valley in California and the Research Triangle in North Carolina developed in
the past 40 years.

A. Discuss the following three factors that contributed to the rise of such industrial regions.
1. Investment capital
2. Labor
3. Government

B. Define the concept of agglomeration and explain its role in the continuing expansion of such regions.
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POPULATION AGE 65 OR OLDER IN 2000 AND 2050 (in percent)

Country Population Age Population Age Change in Proportion
65 or Older, 2000 65 or Older, 2050 65 Years or Older
(percent) (percent) (percent)
Belgium 17 28 65
Denmark 15 24 59
Japan 17 32 86
Russian Federation 13 25 100
Ukraine 14 27 91
United Kingdom 16 25 56

2. The average age of the population in selected developed countries listed in the table above has been increasing.
A. Identify and explain two reasons that the average population age is increasing in developed countries.

B. Identify and explain one social consequence and one economic consequence that countries face as their
populations age.

3. Over the past 150 years, railroad and highway systems influenced patterns of urban growth in the United States.

A. Identify and explain one way that railroads affected the size and one way that railroads affected the form of
cities in the United States between 1870 and 1920.

B. Identify and explain two ways that the Interstate Highway System affected cities in the United States
between 1950 and today.

STOP

END OF EXAM
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